Lampasas Animal Shelter
301 College St.
Lampasas, Tx 76550
(512) 556-8586

Lampasas Animal Shelter Foster Medical Handout

Emergencies (surgery complications, extreme lethargy, allergic reactions, distemper): In
the event of a medical emergency please call LAS at 512-556-8586

Medical Information:

If your pet shows changes in food interest, energy, bowels, coughing/sneezing for

longer than 24 hours, please set up an appointment for evaluation and medication if available.

LAS cannot pay for outside vet costs.

If your foster pet dies in your care, please notify foster coordinator at FOSTER@CITYOFLAMPASAS.COM as soon as
possible. You may bring the pet’s body to LAS 10a.m.-5p.m. daily.

Common Medical Issues & Services LAS Provides:

It is important that fosters be able to interpret changes in an animal’s appearance,

bodily functions, and behavior to detect signs of iliness. If you have questions about an

animal's health, call us at 512-556-8586 or email us at FOSTER@QCITYOFLAMPSAS.COM to describe the animal’s
condition. Home care instructions can often be given, or an appointment made to have the pet visit our shelter.
If any of the below symptoms occur in an underage kitten or puppy for longer than 12

hours, please contact us.

Possible symptoms of illness that need an appointment:

Eyes

* Yellow or green discharge

¢ Uneven pupil dilation — concussion, seek immediate attention
« Swollen conjunctivitis, including 3rd eyelid

» White film or cloudiness over eye

* Red or blinking eyes

Ears

« Dark, flaky debris, especially in cats

 Dark, waxy discharge with yeasty smell

» Animal exhibits pain when ear is rubbed or cleaned
 Frequent scratching at ear

Nose

* Yellow or green discharge

» Scabs or skin loss

* Bleeding from nose

» Excessive sneezing

» Nose can be wet or dry. This is not necessarily an indication of illness.

Mouth

* Loss of appetite — in adult animals for more than a few days, in juvenile animals
for more than one day

* Increased appetite for over a week

» Vomiting, usually more than three times

« Trouble eating or chewing, painful gums or teeth


mailto:FOSTER@CITYOFLAMPASAS.COM
mailto:FOSTER@CITYOFLAMPSAS.COM

Lampasas Animal Shelter
301 College St.
Lampasas, Tx 76550
(512) 556-8586

* Bright red gums

 Pale gums

« Ulcers or lacerations on gums or lips

» Excessive salivation, especially a change in the amount of salivation

e Labored breathing during rest, coughing

« Panting, with red skin and/or gums — animal is too hot. Cool by taking indoors or
to shady area and giving slightly salted water or electrolyte solution.

Skin

* Fleas: though pets are treated while they are in our care, some pets may have fleas when you pick them up. A bath
with dawn dish soap will help clear this up. Fleas can kill underage pets. Fosters should bathe kittens/puppies or use a
flea comb once the pets are warm at home to avoid anemia. Aim for baths lasting less than 2 minutes to maintain body
temperatures. Flea combs can be used if the pet is too vulnerable (<3 weeks old). Usually, 2 baths over several days will
get rid of fleas.

* Redness

e Lacerations

e Lumps

* Hair loss

* Scabs

* Frequent scratching

 Dehydration - a dangerous condition for an animal to develop, and it will need

immediate attention. Dehydration is indicated by dry skin, lack of skin elasticity, dry

mucus membranes or darker, yellow-colored urine. To detect dehydration, use the

following steps:

- Gently grasp the loose skin above the animal’s shoulders or along its rib cage,

lift the skin and let it drop back into place. If the skin drops back slowly or

remains bunched up, the animal may be dehydrated. (Not always accurate

in infant animals.)

- Check gums. Dry, sticky and/or pale gums could indicate dehydration.

Anal/Genital Area

« Bloody diarrhea, liquid diarrhea. Diarrhea is a common ailment among young/underage animals. Young animals are
more severely affected by diarrhea than adults. They should be closely observed

because their condition could quickly become life threatening. Diarrhea left unchecked can kill a young animal very
quickly. Watch your young fosters carefully. Check for recurrent bouts of diarrhea, blood or mucus in the feces, foreign
material in the feces and frequency of defecation.

* No bowel movement for more than 48 hours

» No urination for more than 24 hours, especially in male cats

» Discoloration/changes in feces

» Tapeworms are very common in foster pets. If your pet has tapeworms (small, rice-

like segments in poop), please let us know, and we can schedule a time for your pet to come in for a deworming.
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Gait

 Sudden lameness/limping that doesn't improve with rest within 24 hours.
» Animal experiences pain upon walking or handling.

 Decreased activity, limpness, and crying for more than 15 minutes can be signs of
hypothermia or hypoglycemia.

Behavior

* Lethargic

* Poor appetite

« Increased appetite with weight loss

» Excessive drinking

e Increased urination

« Straining to urinate or defecate

 Frequent scratching at ears or skin

» Head shaking

¢ Seizure or convulsions, seek immediate medical care

Most Commonly Seen Medical Issues in Foster Animals

« Internal parasites, such as roundworms, tapeworms, giardia, coccidia

« External parasites, such as fleas/ticks, sarcoptic or demodex mange

» Ringworm (seen mostly in underage pets)

» Upper Respiratory Infection (sneezing, ocular and nasal discharge)

» Parvovirus (in dogs only — diarrhea, lethargy, dehydration)

« Canine Distemper (in dogs only — lethargy, dehydration, seizures)

» Feline panleukopenia (in cats only — diarrhea, lethargy, dehydration)

» *Heartworms are NOT contagious to other pets. A heartworm positive dog does not
pose a risk to your pets. It is a mosquito-borne disease

LAS Medical Services for foster pets with appointment and when available:
¢ DA2PP and FVRCP boosters

¢ Heartworm test

« Topical and oral flea prevention (please ask for oral if fleas noted)

* Anti-diarrhea medications

e Dewormer

e Nail trim





